[Macrophage activation and lymphokine production in the mouse by lymphocytes sensitized against Trichomonas vaginalis].
In this study we have examined whether resident peritoneal macrophages could be activated in vitro by immune T lymphocytes obtained from mice which were immunized with live Trichomonas vaginalis (T. vaginalis). T lymphocytes obtained from mice previously sensitized against T. vaginalis, showed a significant proliferative response when cultured in vitro in the presence of T. vaginalis. Resident peritoneal macrophages obtained from untreated syngenic Balb/c mice revealed an increasing cytotoxic activity against the protozoa when seeded with increasing concentrations of purified immune T lymphocytes and a constant number of H3 thymidine-labeled T. vaginalis. This cytotoxicity was detectable after 24 h of culture and peaked after 48 h. Supernatants obtained from cocultures of macrophages, immune T lymphocytes and T. vaginalis contained gamma-Interferon and TNF alpha/beta.